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Registration and Permitting - Compliance and
Transparency

—e_All STRs must reglster with Township
— o Permit renewal every5years
== Fee collectedjzo cover admlmstrauve costs
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General Operating Standards - Community-Friendly
Operations

Maximum Occupancy :

o Under 5 acres: 2 persons/bedroom + 2 additional

O 5+ acres: 2 persons/bedroom + 4 additional

o Recreational Vehicles (RV’s): Not for STR use

o Events require Temporary Use Permit per Article 5.06
Noise : No excessive noise 10:00 PM—7:00 AM; Noise Ordinance 39 provided
Parking : Off-street only, no road obstruction per Article 9
Waste Management : Secure trash/recycling receptacles per Ordinance 38
Lighting & Signage : Comply with Township regulations per Article 11 & 14
Nuisances : No excessive traffic, odors, or disturbances per Article 2



Safety Requirements - Guest and Community Safety

o Smoke detectors per building code

o Carbon monoxide detectors per building code

o At least one Class B fire extinguisher = {

e Emergency info pamphlet
o 911 contact

o Local Contact Person . /b
o STR address ———
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Local Contact Person Responsibilities -
Accountahility and Responsiveness )

° Avallable 24/7 for compla1nts/emergenc1es
o Authorized to resolve issues

o Contact info to neighbors within 300 feet
e Residing within 30 miles of STR property



Enforcement and Pe
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4. Hearing; possible permit suspension/rever

2. Formal written warn
3. One-year probation

e Legal action for ongoing violation



Application

e Contact Information
o Property Owner
o Operator/Manager
o Local Contact 24/7 Person

e Occupancy
e Site Plan (p arking and trash)
e Acknowledgement and
acceptance of ordinances
associated with owning and
operating an STR
o Ofﬁcml Use Space

Y, $ - "h-i g

Whitewater Township Short Term Rental (STR) Application

Date of Application:

Address of STR:

Name, Address, and
Contact info of the Owner

Name, Address, and
Contact info of Operator
(If different)

Contact Infor ion for
the designated Local
Contact Person:

Maximum Occupancy:

Have you included a site YES ‘You may draw or write the site plan
plan showing parking areas or on the back of this
and trash receptacles? NO application

By signing below you acknowledge that you have read and agree to the requirements outlined
in Article XX - Short Term Rentals, and all other applicable and referenced Articles within the

Whitewater Township Ordil (General Ordi and Zoning Ordinances).
Signature:
For Whitewater Township Offical Use: -
Permit Number (#)
Issuance Date: Short Term Rental Permits are valid for 5 years from issuance.
Renewal Date: Allow up to 30 days processing of renewals.

Whitewater Township Officals Signature:

Signed Copy Sent to:
On date:

Via (mail, electronically, etc):




Whitewater Township
Short-Term Rental
Guide

Welcome, Guest!

Thank you for choosing our beautiful
Whitewater Township for your stay. We
hope you enjoy the peace and
tranquility of our community.

Your Local Contact:

For any non-emergency issues,
questions about the property, or
concerns, please don't hesitate to
contact your Local Contact Person at
the number listed on the front. They
are available to assist you 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.

Keeping Our Community Peaceful:
Noise Guidelines

We cherish the quiet nature of
Whitewater Township, and so do our
long-term residents. Please be aware
that the Whitewater Township Noise
Ordinance is strictly enforced.

Quiet Hours: 10:00 PM - 7:00 AM

During these hours, please be
especially mindful of noise levels.
Amplified sound that can be heard
beyond the property boundaries is
prohibited at all times, but particularly
during quiet hours.

Thank you for your courtesy and
respect towards your neighbors.
Excessive noise can unfortunately lead
to a request for departure by the
following business day. Let's work
together to ensure a pleasant stay for
everyone!

Quick Reference:

Property Address:

Your Local Contact (Available 24/7)

Name

Phone

e Trash Day:
e Trash Receptacle Location:

Emergency Contacts:
In Case of Emergency: Dial 911

e Emergency (Police, Fire,
Ambulance): 911

e Grand Traverse County
Non-Emergency (Sheriff):
(231) 995-5000
Local Hospital Information:
Munson Medical Center
(231) 935-5000

We hope you have a wonderful and
relaxing stay in Whitewater
Township!




Enjoy Our Rural Charm: T

NOISE ORDINANCE.

B ro c h u re g Y A Whitewater Township offers a unique e

blend of natural beauty and peaceful Nl Novrer 22208
living. We encourage you to explore MG ORDANS:
responsibly and respect private s
property and our environment. m

sesibilts.
Section 2 Probibited Acss

Thank You for Being a Considerate T
neighbor! PR T S —

oy ar s the guiet, oo, or ipas of persoms i th vicigy:

oy il

Your cooperation in following these kel s S
guidelines helps us maintain the ik e T
special character of our community for % 5
everyone to enjoy. We hope to o

welcome you back again soon! he G e oy ST
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Additional Information:

Section 4
A A
50000 plus ot case

Sectin 5
Exeamptad from this ordinance i any ctvity defised a5 2“8 aperatan” by ihe Mickigan
Right 1o Farm Act, 1980 P.AL U3, MCL 266,471 et s

Section 6

commen aw foe condust peobibited e,
Section 7

Section ¥
“This anbiscce sbal] ke effctthirty (30) dgs aber pablicatica.

Effective; December 28, 2005

https://lwww.whitewatertownshipmi.
gov/uploads/2/1/9/6/21966412/gener

AI eaphotos J6:5 . al_ordinance_no._39_- whitewater_t

ownship_noise_ordinance.pdf
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Tﬁ1e ablhty to offera. personal home or pro gerty for rent has. a,]]owed for otherwike b
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Public Comment - Those Opposed to STRs

Would adopting this plﬂposed STR ordir‘
better protect your rights, property, and
livelihood compared to the current situation?



Public Comment - STR Supporters Without
Regulation

If faced with a choice between a complete ban on
owning or operating a STR and accepting a STR
ordinance with restrictions, could you support
the ordinance to balance your rights with the
concerns of your neighbors?



Article 21 Ordinance AmMment Process: How this works

Public presents proposed ck nsideration with application fee
(4/24)

Planning Commission notice ts a Public Hearing (8/6 and again
8/26) 2

Planning Commission i ns for or against adoption

Township Board sha]l Vi
adjustments.

ve, ieny, or retum to PC for

If residents are not satlsﬁed’ mth’fz_.]gt ,.»'Tdeclslon —;they can-ftake any amendment to

vote of the people by Referenduln



Best Course of Action

!-—-l

PC recommends approval of this ordinance
2. TB Approves this Ordinance - Enabling
implementation for 2026

3. Township begins Evaluation Process
i. Monitor ordinance effectiveness
ii. Track issues and challenges

iii. Encourage resident input.

4. Fall 2026, Amend Ordinance as indicated
by community feedback.



Potential Issues to Review After First-Year Implementation

Minimum Stay Requirements

Change in License Fees

Permitting duration, does 5 years work?
Local Contact Person response time

Maximum # of STRs in Whitewater Township:
o % of STRs in each district or
o % overall or

o Evaluate and record specific neighborhoods that have an HOA that
restricts STRs

e Lakefront STRs - Evaluate first and second tier waterfront STR
for any additional or unique issues specific to that location.
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Laughter is the hest medicine!
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% Children keep getting mi 1gnal As a kid
~ they're told not to talk to strange 21 s ¢

adult they
their house.

paying strange
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% How many
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Airbnb? Tenants.



