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Purpose of the Ordinance -                         
Balancing Community and Property Rights

Regulate Short-Term Rentals to:

● Protect peace, safety, and quality of life
● Preserve rural character of Whitewater 
● Respect ALL property owners' rights



Registration and Permitting - Compliance and 
Transparency
● All STRs must register with Township
● Permit renewal every 5 years 
● Fee collected to cover administrative costs
● Application requirements:

○ STR address, owner/operator contact info
○ Local Contact Person details
○ Maximum occupancy, site plan (parking, trash)
○ Agreement to comply with ordinance

● Permits non-transferable



General Operating Standards - Community-Friendly 
Operations
● Maximum Occupancy :

○ Under 5 acres: 2 persons/bedroom + 2 additional
○ 5+ acres: 2 persons/bedroom + 4 additional
○ Recreational Vehicles (RV’s): Not for STR use
○ Events require Temporary Use Permit per Article 5.06

● Noise : No excessive noise 10:00 PM–7:00 AM; Noise Ordinance 39 provided
● Parking : Off-street only, no road obstruction per Article 9
● Waste Management : Secure trash/recycling receptacles per Ordinance 38
● Lighting & Signage : Comply with Township regulations per Article 11 & 14
● Nuisances : No excessive traffic, odors, or disturbances per Article 2



Safety Requirements - Guest and Community Safety

● Smoke detectors per building code
● Carbon monoxide detectors per building code
● At least one Class B fire extinguisher
● Emergency info pamphlet:

○ 911 contact
○ Local Contact Person
○ STR address



Local Contact Person Responsibilities - 
Accountability and Responsiveness

● Available 24/7 for complaints/emergencies
● Authorized to resolve issues 
● Contact info to neighbors within 300 feet
● Residing within 30 miles of STR property



Enforcement and Penalties - Fair and Firm

● Enforced by Zoning Administrator
● Violation process:

1. Informal written warning
2. Formal written warning
3. One-year probation
4. Hearing; possible permit suspension/revocation

● Legal action for ongoing violations



Application 
● Contact Information

○ Property Owner
○ Operator/Manager
○ Local Contact 24/7 Person

● Occupancy
● Site Plan (p arking and trash)
● Acknowledgement and 

acceptance  of ordinances 
associated with owning and 
operating an STR

● Official Use Space



Brochure
Required to:
● Inform Guests

○ Including being 
required to 
depart for 
excessive noise

● Build 
Relationships
○ Local Contact 

Person
○ Our Community
○ Our Township 

Rules
● Safety 



Brochure 
Continued
● Noise 

Ordinance
● Welcoming 

while 
encouraging 
respect for 
our 
community

● Area photos



Possible Upgrades to Visitors Guide:
Improve Visitors Guide to include educational 
materials/pamphlets/postings on waterfront specific concerts 
such as:
● Boating safety and regulations
● Waterfront etiquette and courtesy guidelines
● Invasive species prevention 
● Boat ramp and boat wash requirements and locations
● Local environmental regulations



Reduction in Litigation



Significant Impact on Blight

The ability to offer a personal home or property for rent has allowed for otherwise 
unaffordable improvements to family homes and significant  improvements to 
several previously blighted properties.



Public Comment - Those Opposed to STRs

Would adopting this proposed STR ordinance 
better protect your rights, property, and 
livelihood compared to the current situation?



Public Comment - STR Supporters Without 
Regulation

If faced with a choice between a complete ban on 
owning or operating a STR and accepting a STR 
ordinance with restrictions, could you support 
the ordinance to balance your rights with the 
concerns of your neighbors?



Article 21 Ordinance Amendment Process:  How this works

Completed

● Public presents proposed changes for PC consideration with application fee.  
(4/24)

● Planning Commission notices and conducts a Public Hearing   (8/6 and again 
8/26)

Next Steps

● Planning Commission shall  send TB recommendations for or against adoption
● Township Board shall  review proposal and approve, deny, or return to PC for 

adjustments.
● If residents are not satisfied with TB decision they can take any amendment to 

vote of the people by Referendum.  



Best Course of Action
1. PC recommends approval of this ordinance
2. TB Approves this Ordinance - Enabling              

implementation for 2026
3. Township begins Evaluation Process 

i. Monitor ordinance effectiveness
ii. Track issues and challenges

iii. Encourage resident input. 
4.   Fall 2026, Amend Ordinance as indicated                                                      
by community feedback. 



Potential Issues to Review After First-Year Implementation
● Minimum Stay Requirements 
● Change in License Fees
● Permitting duration, does 5 years work?
● Local Contact Person response time 
● Maximum # of STRs in Whitewater Township:

○ % of STRs in each district or 
○ % overall or
○ Evaluate and record specific neighborhoods that have an HOA that 

restricts STRs 
● Lakefront STRs - Evaluate first and second tier waterfront STR 

for any additional or unique issues specific to that location. 



Laughter is the best medicine!
❖ Children keep getting mixed signals. As a kid 

they're told not to talk to strangers, then as an 
adult they are paying strangers money to stay in 
their house.

❖ How many ants do you need to rent out an 
Airbnb? Tenants.


